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Dear Parent/Carer

| hope that you and your family are keeping well and have been able to enjoy the
{| wonderful weather we have had recently.

| am very much looking forward to welcoming our new Year 7 students to The
Highcrest Academy in September. The Year 7 pastoral team and | will be on hand
to ensure that the transition from their Year 6 settings is as smooth and supportive as
possible.

| joined The Highcrest Academy in September 2020, initially as an Engineering
teacher and, for the past two years, as a Maths teacher. Prior to joining Highcrest, |
spent over 11 years at my previous school. After my first year here, | was promoted
to Head of Learning for Year 7, and | have had the privilege of supporting that
cohort throughout their entire journey, up to Year 11.

| am genuinely excited to get to know each of our new students and to guide them
through every stage of their time at Highcrest. As a parent of three grown-up
children, | understand how challenging this period can be for both students and
parents. | want to reassure you that we will do everything we can to make this
journey enjoyable and positive - just ask our most recent Year 11s. Some of you may
already know me, either through older siblings | have taught or from my previous
year group.

We are very much looking forward to meeting all our new students at our Transition
Day on Tuesday 7 July. Plans for the day are already well underway. |, along with
the Assistant Head of Learning, will also be visiting as many primary schools as
possible beforehand to meet students and answer any questions they may have.

Over the next few editions of this publication, we hope you will gain a sense of the
school and the wide range of opportunities available to our students. | strongly
encourage all students to take part in our extra-curricular clubs and to get involved
in the wider school community. These experiences help them build friendships,
develop confidence, and gain valuable life skills.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at
wtheobald@highcrestacademy.org.uk.

Yours sincerely

Mr W Theobald
Head of Learning Year 11 —soon to be Head of Learning Year 7
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Tips on Preparing your Child for Transition

We understand that moving to secondary school may give you as parents/carers
mixed feelings; excitement as your child has reached this milestone, but some
anxiety for the change they will experience too. Here are a few examples of ways
you can help to prepare your child for this new start.

¢ Practice the walk to school?

We are encouraged to go out for walks and exercise, perhaps
you could add the walk to Highcrest to your daily exercise and
time how long the walk takes? You can use the opportunity to
discuss road safety skills; there is likely to be more traffic about
once school commences. Find a map and research/plan the
route to school.

¢ Will your child need to catch a bus at some poini?

With your child, look up bus timetables. Find your nearest appropriate bus stop.
Familiarise yourselves with the route the bus will take. Make contfingency plans
for scenarios such as; missing the bus, cancelled bus. Has your child got
emergency contact numbers in their phone? Is there an alternative bus

route for emergencies?

¢ Has your child got the right equipment?

School has an equipment list, it will be sent out to everyone.
Purchase items in plenty of time. Does the pencil case fit the
school bag? Are all items named?

e Does it take your child a long time to get ready?

I\ Set practise days for getting ready for school. Encourage your child to
_‘\ set an alarm and practice getting up at the required time to arrive at
3 school on time. Ask them to time themselves to see how long it takes.
Don't forget to include eating breakfast and packing the school bag

into the practice.

e Does your child know anyone else at The Highcrest Academy?

Perhaps you could arrange for the children to
call each other? They can discuss any concerns
they may have together. Perhaps you could
arrange for them to travel together on the first
day or meet near school and walk in together.




Highcrest School Map (downstairs
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Highcrest School Map (upstairs)
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At Highcrest we believe in what we call *learning memories”.
Learning memories are things that happen during your time at
school that you willremember for many years to come. Some of
these learning memories come from the fantastic lessons you will
be a part of during your time with us and some come from the
wide range of extracurricular activities and trips that we run
almost on a weekly basis!

No matter what your interest, whether it be Drama, English,
History, PE or Engineering, there will be something for you! All
departments in the school offer trips at different points in the
year, some linking directly with what you are studying such as
the Geography trip fo Wendover Woods, Drama trips fo London
theatres, MFL trips to France and Spain, or the Humanities frip to
Rome and Naples.

As well as trips linked with subjects, we also like to have lofs of fun
at Highcrest and trips we run each year that are open to all
(some are based on criteria such as attendance) including going
to Thorpe Park or bowling at the Eden Cenire.
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FOREST SEHEOIL

Last week was a busy one in Forest School. Our students have been tidying up the garden
and planting fruits ready for the summer, including strawberries. We had 1000 litres of soil
delivered to fill the beds up and with the help of the forest school, the students managed
to move all the soil info the veg boxes. These materials were purchased with a grant given
to us by Green Futures of Aylesbury and is going to support us with our ‘Grow to Cook’
scheme where the students will grow and then cook the food from the allotment. Well
done Forest School, you are amazing!

Miss A Watson, Forest School Practitioner




Welcome to the Learning Resource Centre (LRC)

The library is a warm, lively, and welcoming space for all students. Our room houses both a
large range of fiction and non-fiction books, as well as access to desktop computers and
iPads, and tables for those who want to study or just be in the library.

Students can use the LRC from 8am before school, break and lunchtime and after school
until 4pm. (3.30pm on Fridays)

Our stock of over 7,000 books is regularly
updated, and we welcome
recommendations from both students
and staff. Our range of factual texts is
currently being revamped, making sure
that it is up to date and relevant for our
school community. We aim to stock the
widest possible variety of authors and
new books for our students to
experience. Our range of graphic novels
and manga continues to grow and
remains very popular with students.

The Highcrest LRC currently has its own online library, giving access to a exciting range of
ebooks for students. Each student is given a username and password to log onto the library,
and they can borrow one book for up to two weeks. They can access the ePlatform and
choose from over 1400 free books available to download onto a desktop laptop, tablet, a
Kindle Fire or even their phones. Click here to access the ePlatform.

We also recommend that students join their local Public Library as membership gives them
access to a great range of printed and online resources beyond what can be offered at
Highcrest.

The LRC also subscribes to the Bucks Schools Library Service which gives us access to
specialist expertise and additional resources. The librarian is in constant contact with other
librarians and book lovers, and are aware of popular trends in the reading community.

All Year 7 and 8 students have a library lesson every two weeks during which students are
given opportunities to explore literature and gain new digital literacy skills. They are
encouraged to discover texts that interest them and grow in their reading.

From September we will be starting themed sessions at lunchtime. There will be a chess day,
a board games day, a calm day where we do quiet activities such as drawing, origami,
puzzles and craft, and a words day with either a quiz or word games and puzzles. There are
also competitions all the time in the library for students to earn house points.

The LRC is currently staffed by a full-time Library Manager, who is able to offer support and
guidance to students, both in their reading journey and finding resources to support their
studies. There is also a fantastic team of Student Librarians from across the year groups who
help to run the library and who are able to help their peers find books, do homework or just
chat.

We look forward to seeing youl!
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BEING ONLINE
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The Highcrest Academy is passionately committed to ensuring all parents
and students are equipped with the best advice and knowledge when it
comes to good ICT security, staying safe online, responsible device use

and appropriate use of social media. y
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Name of club/
descripfion

Breakiast Club

Clubs @ Highcrest

PE Aiter school clubs

8OTH BOYS AND GIRLS

MONDAY

Who for?

Allyears

Before school
(07:30 - 08:20)

Caontesn

Mr Barett

Quiet room

All years

Breoktime

SEN

Mrs Charlesworth

Disney Filr

n Club Allyears

Lunchfime

ML3

Mr Bamett/Mrs Lund

Years7. 859

Lunchiime M3

Mrs Weston

All years

Lunchtime:

Music room

Mrs Bingham

Allyears

Lunchtime

Library

Mrs Ftheridge

Allyears

Lunchfime

SEN

Mrs Charlesworth

Al years

Lunchtime

ICTé

Mr Shaw

All years

After school unfil 16:00

Field

PE Department

Exrended
SUppOr

leaming Al years

After school until 16:00

Mr Tahir

[xrcndcd
support

Leaming P

After school unfil 16:00

Mrs Charesworth

@ THE HIGHCREST
e ACADEMS

WEDNESDAY

— Before schaol
Whole School | Breakics! Club Al years e Canfeen Wr Baret
SEND Quiet room All years Break SEN Mrs Charlesworih
SEND Quiet room Allyears Lunchiime SEN s Chariesworin

- ML3 (Week A | Mr Bamett/
Whole Sehool | Disney Fim Club Al years Lunchiime i i
Whole School | Froers Allyears Lunchime ICTé W Shaw
Year 11 Year 11 Lunchtime Library s Efhe
PE Allyears ‘After school unfil 16:00 | Field PE nnponmmr
Technology Textiles Club Al years After school until 18:00 | Tech 2 Mrs Richardson
Art Digital Art Club Year 788 After school until 16:00 | Art 2 Mrs Prince
EAL Bl =T Ayears After school until 1400 | EAL Me Tahir

support

SEND fsf;::d = Alyears After school unfil 1600 |SEN Mrs Charlesworih

]IH |[Iul ICREST

FRIDAY

Who: Year 7/8 students
When: Tuasda
Where: Engineerding Workshop

i

A

Sustamabmtg
g Club! ;

v 3:10 fo 4:20

Join the ”

FLECTRONICS CLUB

With some Engine
added for fun

ing

¥

» Get homds on with nature,
learn, and make a dlfference'

\i/

AN

\

Fun

&
Room: MA

T MY
Name of club,
Department / Who for? When? Where? Lead
Description
Before school )
Whole School | Breakiast Club Al years (0790 0850) Canteen | Mr Barrelt
SEND Quiel room Al years Break SEN Wrs Charlesworlh
Whele School Disney Film Club All years Lunchtime s5C1 m’:f”e'” L=
Music Keyboard club Alyears Lonchiime WMusic room | Mr Jones
SEND Quiet room All years Lunchtime Mrs Charesworth
‘Whole School Christian Union All years Lunchtime Miss Welsh
‘Whole School Jigsaws & board games | All years Lunchtime Mrs Etheridge
‘Whole School Lego Y7 Lunchtime Mr Barrelt
‘Whole School Prayers All years Lunchtime Mr Shaw
EAL bisct bl ok All years After school until 16:00 | EAL M Tahir
gomes
SEND SES‘E”"EC‘ [E=inie, Allyears After school unfil 16:00 | SEN Mrs Charlesworth

@ THE HIGHCREST
A Y E M Y

Tt A C A

THE

Department

Al

TUESDAY

Breakfas! Club Allyears Before school (07:30 - 08:20] | Canteen | Mr Barett
Quiet room All years Breaktime SEN Mrs Charlesworth
Disney Fim Club Allyears Lunchtime M3 mrnﬁdclrvaHers
Guiel room Allyears Lunchiime SEN 1rs Charlesworh
Chess Allysars Lunchfime Library Hrs Etheridge.
Prayer: Allyears Lunchtime 1CT6 Mr Shaw
A chub [From June] Alyears ‘Affer schoolunll 1600 ART M Sanghera
Blectranics Y748 Alfer school unfi 16:20 Engineering | Mr Barnes

- N ¥ Fiah & h
Hair & Beauty All years After school unfil 16:15 Eant Miss Hall
Senior ensemble YI0& 11 ‘Alffer school unfi 1615 Music room | Wi Jones
Dance Allyears After school unfi 16:00 Droma2 __| M Amos
Rounders (qis only] Allyears After school unfil 16:00 Fieldl Mrs Rider
Science club Yeur7 88 | After school unl 16:00 5CE Miss Lecnard
Extended learming support | All years Alfer school unfil 16:00 EAL Mr Tahir
Extended Leaming support | All years Aiter school unfi 16200 SEN Mrs Charlesworth

HIGHCREST
ADEM

Name of club/
description

Breakfast Club

THURSDAY

Who for?

Al years

When?

Before school

Cantesn

Mr Barrett

Quiel room

All years

SEN

Mrs Charlesworth

Quiet room

Alyeors

SEN

Mrs Charlesworth

ICT Ciub

Years 7. 849

T3

Ms Osbome

Junior Band

Yeors7.84 %

unchfime

Music room

Mr Jones

Disney Film Club

Allyears

unchiime sscl

Mr Bamrett/Mrs Lund

Sign Language Cub

All years

unchfime MAZ

Miss Roberts

Frayers
Fashion Club (rom June]

All years
Allyears

Lunchfime
Alter school unfil 16:00

1T
ARZ

Mr Shaw
Mrs Norville-Miler

Halr & Beauty revision
[Week A only]

Y10, 11 & 12

After school until 16:00 | TE4

Miss Hal

Volleyball

YI0& 11

After school until 16:00

Sports Hall

Miss Shofiq

Tennis (after half termn)

All years

After school until 16:00

Back courts

PE Department

Extended learning support

Allysors

After school until 16:00 | EAL

Mr Tahir

Extended Learning support

Al years

After school until 16:00 | SEN

Mrs Charlesworth

.Lc«nﬁmv =

Every Lunchtime




Our Motto

‘Aspire & Achieve’
\_ S
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Our Vision

We work together, in a happy, caring and inclusive community, providing for students of all abilities,
backgrounds and cultures, supporting their well-being and developing their characters, giving them
every opportunity to aspire and achieve their unique academic and personal ambitions.

\_ )
Our Virtues

We embody, role-model and teach our A-S-P-I-R-E virtues at every suitable opportunity,

helping us to promote happiness and instil a culture of excellence that runs throughout

every strand of our academy

Ambition | Sensitivity | Purpose Integrity | Resilience Eloquence
To have a To have an To work with To be To show To be fluent and
strong appreciation determination | honest and strength of persuasive when
desire to of others' and resolve have strong | character with speaking or
achieve feelings moral an ability to writing
success principles recover quickly
\_ /
4 N
Our Core Aims

To help our students ‘Aspire’ to and ‘Achieve’ their ultimate ambitions, our aim is to provide ....

Quality of
Education
A fully inclusive

curriculum, that
challenges students

of all abilities,

helping to develop

our students as

independent and

autonomous

learners, who strive

to achieve their
personal and

unigue ambitions.

Behaviour and
Attitudes

An environment in
which students work
in harmony,
respecting each
other’s rights and
supporting one
another in times of
need, forging positive
relationships and
celebrating successes
together.

Personal
Development

Cohesive systems that
support self-discovery
and the development
of character that
ensures our students
become healthy,
confident and
responsible citizens
that make a valuable
contribution to
society.

Culture, Leadership

& Management

A diverse, safe and
happy community,
where staff love to
work, students
love to learn and
all are given the
opportunity to
develop.

If you do these things ... if you Aspire ...
then you can, and you will, Achieve
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