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Dear Parent/Carer

I hope that you and your family are well and your child is excited about starting 

with us here at The Highcrest Academy in September.

At Highcrest we believe that good communication with parents is vital and when 

your child joins us, you will receive a weekly e-bulletin filled with up-to-date 

information about all that is going on at the academy.

In advance of this, to support your child’s transition to secondary school, I would 

like to welcome you to the first edition of the “Transition Times”. This weekly online 

booklet is full of valuable information for both you and your child. Please share 

this with your child and spend some time going through it with them. Our hope is 

that it will help give your child a flavour of their new school and answer some of 

the many questions they must have, thus helping to prepare them for joining us 

here at Highcrest. You will receive a total of five issues in the lead up to the 

summer break.

We understand that the transition process and the thought of moving to a much 

larger secondary school can be very daunting for the youngsters and indeed 

bring about many worries. Therefore, if you or your child have any questions, 

please do not hesitate to contact our Head of Learning, Mr Theobald, who will be 

happy to help you at wtheobald@highcrestacademy.org.uk. 

Moving forwards, this stream of communication will help us create a Frequently 

Asked Questions (FAQs) section in our weekly Transition Times to answer your 

queries.

Best wishes

Mr G Burke

Principal

https://www.highcrestacademy.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/HighcrestAc
https://www.facebook.com/HighcrestAcademy/
https://www.instagram.com/highcrestnews/
mailto:wtheobald@highcrestacademy.org.uk


Tips on Preparing your Child for Transition

We understand that moving to secondary school may give you as parents/carers 

mixed feelings; excitement as your child has reached this milestone, but some 

anxiety for the change they will experience too. Here are a few examples of ways 
you can help to prepare your child for this new start. 

• Practice the walk to school?

We are encouraged to go out for walks and exercise, perhaps

you could add the walk to Highcrest to your daily exercise and 

time how long the walk takes? You can use the opportunity to 

discuss road safety skills; there is likely to be more traffic about 

once school commences. Find a map and research/plan the 
route to school.

• Will your child need to catch a bus at some point?

With your child, look up bus timetables. Find your nearest appropriate bus stop.                      

Familiarise yourselves with the route the bus will take. Make contingency plans 

for scenarios such as; missing the bus, cancelled bus. Has your child got 
emergency contact numbers in their phone? Is there an alternative bus 

route for emergencies?

• Has your child got the right equipment?

School has an equipment list, it will be sent out to everyone.  

Purchase items in plenty of time. Does the pencil case fit the 

school bag? Are all items named? 

• Does it take your child a long time to get ready?

Set practise days for getting ready for school. Encourage your child to 

set an alarm and practice getting up at the required time to arrive at 

school  on time. Ask them to time themselves to see how long it takes. 

Don’t forget to include eating breakfast and packing the school bag 
into the practice.

• Does your child know anyone else at The Highcrest Academy?

Perhaps you could arrange for the children to 

call each other? They can discuss any concerns

they may have together. Perhaps you could 

arrange for them to travel together on the first 

day or meet near school and walk in together.



Some Key Areas of the School

The Main Gates:

Students arrive and depart 

through these gates. Staff are  

on duty in the morning and 

afternoon to supervise. During 

the school day, the gates are 

closed and people requiring 

entry need to buzz through to                   
reception to gain entry.

Main Reception:

Students may come here if they 

have an appointment, are being 
collected, and are leaving school.

As parents you will need to report 

to Reception if you are attending 

any meetings or dropping 
anything off.

The Learning Support                    
Classroom:

Interventions and some small 

group teaching take place in 
here.

After school, we operate 
Homework Club from this room.

Students may choose to spend 

break or lunch with us in a quieter, 
supervised environment.

There is always someone around 
to talk to.



Our Sports Hall. Our Learning Resource Centre, 
packed full of the latest books!

Our modern Maths and 

English block (if you look 

carefully, you can see the 

end of our motto ‘Aspire 

and Achieve’, engraved 
onto the glass panels).

Our bright and modern 

canteen. 

The main entrance showing 

our crest and motto, 
‘Aspire and Achieve’.

A classroom waiting 
for students.

Our Head of Learning 

office. There is always 

someone here who can 
help you.

Our gym with all the latest 
equipment.

Somewhere 

quiet to sit                             
in the sunshine.



Physical Education
@_highcrestpe @HighcrestPE

FACILITIES 
Pupils at The Highcrest Academy are fortunate to have access to facilities such as                    

state-of-the-art fitness equipment, dance studio and PE classroom. In addition to our                              
new facilities, Highcrest houses a large sports hall and field. 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR CLUBS 
There is a sports club for everyone at The Highcrest Academy. You will have the 

opportunity        to participate in extra-curricular clubs and represent the school team in 
competitive fixtures against local schools. 

A sample of                   
clubs below: 

• Netball 

• Football 

• Badminton 

• Rounders 

• Cricket 

• Table Tennis  

• Fitness 

• Basketball 



Physical Education
@_highcrestpe @HighcrestPE

CREATIVITY 
IN LESSONS

Traditional 

CORE PE lessons                       

include                       

gymnastics                  
and fitness. 

GCSE PE theory 

lessons also                   
pictured.

MODERN PE KIT
Our PE kit is a very smart red and black Highcrest PE kit. 

There is something for all weathers including smart 

Highcrest branded leggings and sports socks as pictured 
below. 

SportCrest



If you do these things …  if you Aspire …                                                        

then you can, and you will, Achieve

Our Motto
‘Aspire & Achieve’

Our Vision
We work together, in a happy, caring and inclusive community, providing for students of all abilities, 
backgrounds and cultures, supporting their well-being and developing their characters, giving them               

every opportunity to aspire and achieve their unique academic and personal ambitions. 

Our Virtues
We embody, role-model and teach our A-S-P-I-R-E virtues at every suitable opportunity,                                      
helping us to promote happiness and instil a culture of excellence that runs throughout                                      

every strand of our academy

Ambition
To have a 
strong               
desire to 
achieve              
success

Sensitivity
To have an           
appreciation           
of others'                
feelings

Purpose
To work with 
determination 
and resolve

Integrity
To be            
honest and 
have strong  
moral             
principles

Resilience
To show 
strength of 
character with 
an ability to             
recover quickly

Eloquence
To be fluent and 
persuasive when 
speaking or 
writing

Our Core Aims
To help our students ‘Aspire’ to and ‘Achieve’ their ultimate ambitions, our aim is to provide ….

Quality of              
Education

Behaviour and 
Attitudes

Personal                         
Development

Culture, Leadership 
& Management

Cohesive systems that 
support self-discovery 
and the development 
of character that                 
ensures our students 
become healthy,              
confident and                        
responsible citizens 
that make a valuable 
contribution to 
society.

A diverse, safe and                
happy community, 
where staff love to 
work, students 
love to learn and 
all are given the              
opportunity to 
develop.

A fully inclusive          
curriculum, that            
challenges students  
of all abilities, 
helping to develop 
our students as                   
independent and                 
autonomous 
learners, who strive 
to achieve their 
personal and 
unique ambitions. 

An environment in 
which students work 
in harmony, 
respecting each 
other’s rights and 
supporting one                   
another in times of 
need, forging positive 
relationships and                
celebrating successes 
together.
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